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A. DETERMINATION OF PAYMENT STANDARD 
 
The Department of HUD allows Housing Authorities to establish payment standards for tenant-based rental 
assistance programs between 90% to 110% of published Fair Market Rents (FMRs).  The OCHA will use 
its authority to establish and modify its payment standards or create multiple payment standards in order to 
optimize housing choices for participants and respond to trends in the rental market throughout its  
jurisdiction. 
 
B. INITIAL PAYMENT STANDARD 
 
The OCHA will adopt the most currently published FMRs as its primary payment standards.  FMRs are 
typically updated by HUD on an annual basis and the OCHA will update its payment standards accordingly 
and will be consistent with these amounts for each bedroom size. 
 
The same payment standard, by bedroom size, will be used for all increments of funding within the Fair 
Market Rent area except high rent areas identified by the OCHA. 
 
C. HIGH RENT AREAS 
 
The OCHA has established a High Rent Area wherein the Voucher Standard has been set at 110% of the 
published Fair Market Rent.  This area has been reported to the HUD Office in Los Angeles and is 
discussed with Voucher holders during any briefing session. 
 
THE OCHA WILL USE THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA TO ESTABLISH OR MODIFY Payment 
Standards and localities that qualify for higher “Restricted Payment Standards”.   The OCHA staff will 
periodically monitor and review: 
 

1. Market rents throughout the more than 30 cities and localities in the OCHA’s 
jurisdiction; 

 2. Tenant rent burdens (the proportion of income paid by tenants for rent);  
3. The success rate for households receiving Housing Choice Vouchers to locate and lease 

units; and 
4. The number of assisted households residing in participating cities/localities and trends in 

these numbers over time. 
 
The above factors will be used to determine which cities/localities are selected for Restricted Payment 
Standards at up to 110% of the currently published FMR schedule.  The OCHA may adjust or make 
changes in the number of cities/localities that qualify for the higher payment standards during the year in an 
effort to improve housing choices and to deconcentrate participants.  Such determinations will be brought 
before the H&CD Commission and reported to the Los Angeles Area Office of HUD. 
 
D. AFFORDABILITY ADJUSTMENTS 
 
The OCHA may grant an Restricted Payment Standard of up to 110% of the FMR for the purpose of 
reasonable accommodation to allow a disabled/handicapped client to access housing that will address a 
health and/or safety issue related to the disability or handicap. 


